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The examination is being carried out on the following application documents: 

Text for the Contracting States: 

AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES Fl FR GB GR HU IE IT LU MO NL PT RO SE SI 
SK TR LI 

Description, pages: 

1-13 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1 as originally filed 



1. The following documents are referred to in this communication; the numbering will be 
adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1: US-A-5 466 453 (UGHIDA YUKIO ET AL) 1 4 November 1 995 (1 995-1 1 -14) 
D2: DATABASE WPI Derwent Publications Ltd., London, GB; AN 1997-272844 
XP002272810 DONG Y, WANG S, ZHANG R: 'Method for extracting raw pine 
needle juice' & CN 1 1 02 1 1 1 A (DONG Y), 3 May 1 995 (1 995-05-03) 
D3: US-B1-6 190 680 (YOSHINO HISAKO ET AL) 20 February 2001 (2001 -02-20) 
D4: LEE Y-H ET AL: THE CHOLESTEROL-LOWERING EFFECTS OF THE 
EXTRACT FROM PINUS STOBUS IN CHICKENS' HANGUG NYENNYAN 
SIGRYAN HAGHOI Jl - JOURNAL OF THE KOREAN SOCIETY OF FOOD AND 
NUTRITION, PUSAN, KR, vol. 25, no. 2, 1996, pages 188-192, XP001 026939 
ISSN: 0253-3154 

D5: DATABASE WPI Derwent Publications Ltd., London, GB; AN 2002-203307 

XP002272811 JEONG CB: Production of steamed bread' & KR 2001 091 281 A 
(JEONG CB), 23 October 2001 (2001 -1 0-23) 

D6: US-B1-6 329 000 (Jl LING) 11 December 2001 (2001-12-11) 

D7: EP-A-1 129 711 (UNILEVER PLC ;UNILEVER NV (NL)) 5 September 2001 (2001- 
09-05) 



2. Novelty and inventive step 

2.1 Document D1 discloses the incorporation of extracts of pine material such as 
needles ("pine leaves"), obtained by e.g., extraction with water or water-soluble solvents 
(coL2 li. 34-65, experiment 1), in a variety of foods (col.5 li. 20-62), more specifically in 
mayonnaise and dressings (col. 5 li. 34-35). The resulting product exhibits health 
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promoting activities, including prevention of hypertension (col.1 li. 26-32, col. 4 li.62 - 
col.5 li.10). The application does not reveal any difficulty or unexpected effect linked to 
the incorporation of pine needle extract into the claimed specific food product. Thus, the 
whole subject-matter of claims 1 -19 is entirely derivable by a man skilled in the art, and 
it is not immediately apparent whether the application contains any material that would 
meet the requirements of Art. 56 EPC. 

2.2 While the presence of organic acids and minerals in the pine needle extract and 
therefore, in the claimed emulsion, is an inherent fact due to the composition of the 
extract, this is further suggested by D2 where the presence of minerals (trace elements) 
and vitamin C (ascorbic acid is an organic acid) in an aqueous pine needle extract is 
mentioned. 

3. In light of the above, the Applicant is invited to further evaluate if and how the 
present invention provides a contribution over the prior art, and if appropriate to 
submit revised claims. The following deficiencies should then also be addressed: 

3.1 The subject-matter of claim 3 is defined by reference to how the pine needle extract 
is obtained, without any indication about the nature of the compounds found therein. 
Not only is this an extremely unclear definition (Art. 84 EPC), but it also does not allow 
comparison to the prior art. Thus, claim 3 is not allowable (Art. 84 EPC) and claims 
dependent thereof should be revised accordingly. 

3.2 To meet the requirements of Rule 27(1 )(b) EPC, the documents D1 and D2 should 
also be identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed therein 
should be briefly discussed. 

4. When filing amendments and providing explanations, the following is also to 
be taken into account: 

4.1 The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that the application may not 
be amended in such a way that It contains subject-nnatter which extends beyond 
the content of the application as filed (Article 1 23(2) EPC). 

Any information the applicant may wish to submit concerning the subject-matter of the 
invention, for example further details of its advantages or of the problem it solves, and 
for which there is no basis in the application as filed, should be confined to the letter of 
reply and not be incorporated into the application (Article 123(2) EPC and the 
Guidelines, C-VI, 5.7 et seq.). 
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4.2 In order to facilitate the examination of the conformity of the amended application 
with the requirements of Article 123(2) EPC, the applicant is kindly requested to 
clearly identify the amendments carried out, irrespective of whether they concern 
amendments by addition, replacement or deletion, and to indicate the passages 
of the application as filed on which these amendments are based. These indica- 
tions should best be submitted in handwritten form on a copy of the relevant parts of 
the application as filed. 
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